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10.2 Environment and Heritage 

 

 

Needs and constraints 

  

 

Needs and constraints 

Five themes have been identified within this section of the Neighbourhood Plan:  

• to preserve the agricultural productivity of an important food production area 

• to promote the preservation, maintenance, restoration and re‐creation of wildlife habitats, 
and the protection and recovery of priority species 

• to enhance the protection of historically important buildings and sites 

• to maintain the desirable views which characterise the village  

• to give formal planning guidance for the protection of the great crested newt 
 

These designations and their explanation are: 

 

Local Priority Agricultural Areas  

The village of Whittlesford is an important source of food. See Appendix E1 of the Background Report 

for crop details.  

E&H Theme 1: In accordance with Policy NH/3 of the emerging Local Plan to protect 

productive Grade 2 and Grade 3a land for future generations.   Emphasis is placed on the 

productive capacity of fields exceeding 2 hectares which can be intensively farmed. 

Almost all productive agricultural land within Whittlesford lies within the Green Belt.  Areas of more 

than 2 ha can be farmed intensively and are therefore agriculturally of greater value than smaller 

fields.  It is these larger fields which are designated Local Priority Agricultural Areas.  Currently 

Exception Site legislation can be used to apply for building within the Green Belt.  Map XXXX designates 

those fields qualifying as Local Priority Agricultural Areas. 

Policy EH 1:  Unless the value of the development clearly outweighs the value of the 

agricultural land (Local Plan NH/3), any non-agricultural development on a Local Priority 

Agricultural Area, even using Exception Site legislation, will be discouraged. 

Any smaller areas of agricultural land within or adjacent to the village development area that are 

brought forward as Rural Exceptions Sites would have to comply with National and District policy and 

meet all the criteria listed in SCDC emerging plan Policy HG/5.  It is noted that smaller fields may have 

considerable value for biodiversity. 

 

 

Objective 1 – Environment  

To protect and enhance the wildlife, environment and heritage assets within the diverse 
landscapes and views of the Parish.  
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Whittlesford Nature Network 

South Cambridgeshire is identified as having only 1% of its land area classified as Natural compared 

with an average in England of 14.5%. Whittlesford retains good areas of Natural landscape and has 

the potential to improve biodiversity significantly. See Supporting Evidence 3, 4 and 5. 

 

E&H Theme 2: To identify a series of sites which form a comprehensive ecological network 

connecting with other parishes to the north of the A505 with the aim of promoting the 

preservation, maintenance, restoration and re‐creation of wildlife habitats, and the 

protection and recovery of priority species. This will create a viable ecological network and 

thereby enable freer movement of species within it.  

This aim is in conformity with National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2012), in which the Natural 
Environment provides a policy context for open countryside and green infrastructure. The key 
objectives are to protect valued landscapes and, where possible, provide net gains in biodiversity. 
 

The aim is also confirmed in section 5.4.3 “Green Infrastructure priorities for South Cambridgeshire” 
of the June 2011 County Council document Cambridgeshire Green Infrastructure Strategy. Amongst 
these priorities are: 

 

• Connecting and reinforcing habitats and landscape features. 

•  Conserving, enhancing and increasing the enjoyment of the district’s 
rural and historic character. 

•  Improving access to Green Infrastructure across the District. 
 

To reinforce Policies NH/5 and NH/6 of the emerging Local Plan and introductory paragraph 6.18, 
which says “It is recognised that climate change poses a serious threat to biodiversity. As a means to 
make biodiversity more resilient to climate change, applicants will be encouraged to reduce habitat 
fragmentation and to strengthen ecological networks to aid migration, natural dispersal and the ex-
change of genetic material within species”, the following policies are added: 
 

Policy EH 2/1:  Development will be expected to contribute to the enhancement of the 

Whittlesford Nature Network, though seeking to avoid adverse impacts on the network as 

a whole, the individual sites that make up the network, and the priority species that it 

supports. If adverse impacts cannot be avoided, proposals will be expected to mitigate and/ 

or fully compensate for these impacts, and seek to achieve an overall net gain in 

biodiversity. 

Policy EH 2/2:  Additional street or external house lighting on any road next to the 

Whittlesford Nature Network or similar protected area will be supported solely on road 

safety grounds and should be sympathetic in design and luminosity to the surrounding area. 

Policy EH 2/3:  Any planning application involving drainage shall only be undertaken within 

the parish if the drainage works can be clearly demonstrated to have no adverse effect on 
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the biodiversity of any site within the Whittlesford Nature Network or any similar protected 

area. 

The descriptions in the Background Report EH1 Table 9 and map XXXX give details of the areas 

concerned.  Species which are expected to be found within the Whittlesford Nature Network are listed 

in Appendix EH 1 Table 7 of the Background Report.  See Supporting Evidence below. 

In addition the areas described in the Background Report EH1 Table 10 are also to be included as part 

of the Whittlesford Development Network with the additional policy: 

Policy EH 2/4:  Any planning application, prior notification or permitted development 

scheme involving such areas, or within 50 metres in the case of the river Granta, its 

tributaries, Hoffer Brook and open ditches, shall be accompanied by a full ecology survey. 

Map XXXX details the watercourses concerned. 

 

Whittlesford Heritage Sites 

E&H Theme 3:  To give protection to buildings and sites of historic significance which are 

important to the village but do not currently benefit from enhanced protection.   

 
Whittlesford already has a number of Listed Buildings recorded in Table 3 in Annexe EH1 of the 
Background Report.  Further sites of local historical interest have been identified to which are applied 
the denomination of Whittlesford Heritage Sites.  The following Policy EH 3 is added to reinforce Policy 
NH/14 of the emerging Local Plan (see supporting Evidence 8). 
  
The annexed map  XXX designates the sites concerned.  This is consistent with Chapter 6.48 of the 
emerging Local Plan which states: “Heritage is an essential component of plans from a village or neigh‐
bourhood level to that of the district. A full understanding of the historic environment is needed to 
inform plans, identify opportunities for conservation and enhancement, and to be able to reinforce 
local identity and create a sense of place.”  The sites are detailed below and in Table 3a of the back‐
ground report: 
 

1. The archaeological excavation: Saxon Village site (see N.3.2 background report).  
Unprotected.  Many Saxon artefacts and coins have been discovered here but the full extent 
of the village remains unclear. 

2. The Park: (see N.3.2 background report). Unprotected.  Much coinage has been unearthed 
close to the cemetery end of this field.  A full archaeological survey is needed before any 
development is contemplated in this whole area (also proposed for protection as a Priority 
Amenity Site at Theme 4 below). 

3. The wall of the walled garden. The uninterrupted stretch of the 18th century manor’s wall on 
Church Lane is a commanding feature of Whittlesford, as is the stretch abutting the 
churchyard.  Of considerable historic importance as a reminder of the time when the manor 
and the church were entirely separate from the centre of the village. 
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4. The Medieval Market on West End. Unprotected. The village was granted a charter to hold a 
market by King John. The character of the wide verges at this site and the pond are 
important to the history of Whittlesford. 

5. The church meadow on The Butts.  An important setting for the church and a key viewpoint 
for walkers and cyclists. This is a site where food was distributed to the poor and is adjacent 
both to the walled garden (see 3 above) and the Saxon Village site (see 1 above). 

6. The Lawn (protected in the emerging Local Plan as a Local Green Space NH/12).  The Lawn is 
also of considerable historic importance as the lawn of the original manor and a key element 
of the village landscape. 

7. The Roman bath house site north of the existing Scheduled Monument (The existing 
Scheduled Monument is protected in emerging Local Plan NH/14 on the Thriplow boundary).  
Already Green Belt. It is likely that large parts of the existing Scheduled Monument have 
little archaeological significance but finds on the adjacent Roman bath house site 
demonstrate the importance of this site.  Pending full assessment of the total area of the 
bath house site needs to be protected.  

8. Two World War II pill boxes and the remains of a radar station on Whiteland Road.  Green 
Belt. Of historic significance, especially in the context of the role played by Duxford airfield in 
the Second World War. 

9. One World War II pill box on Footpath 2.  See 8. 

10. The Old School building on Old School Lane.  Within Conservation Area but otherwise 
unprotected. A National School built in 1859 retaining many of its original features, including 
external doors. 

11. The moat around the Moat House. Unprotected. A medieval moat. 

12. Maynards factory building and office.  Within Conservation Area, otherwise unprotected. Of 
historic importance as a feature of Whittlesford’s industrial past.  Both retain original 
signage. 

13. Ascham House wall, West End.  Within Conservation Area but otherwise unprotected. The 
wall of a former Elizabethan farmhouse in which Roger Ascham (see Wikipedia) was reputed 
to have lived.  

 
 

Policy EH 3:   Any application for development on Whittlesford Heritage Sites will be 

considered only when proper assessment of their value has been undertaken by competent 

authorities 

In addition to heritage assets described under Policy EH 3 there are several sites which have historic 

interest for Whittlesford.  While in future years there may be proposals to develop these sites, it is 

recommended that the historical significance should be considered before any planning decisions are 

taken.  These sites are detailed in Table 3b (Historic Sites) of the Background Report.  

Whittlesford Amenity Sites 
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E&H Theme 4:  To identify Amenity Sites with the aim of protecting the views and sites 

within Whittlesford which are judged to be of visual importance to the village 

There are areas of the Whittlesford which form part of the visual character of the village and contrib-
ute to making it one of the most desirable places to live in Cambridgeshire. Residents have expressed 
the wish to preserve these sites from development as far as is possible, most particularly because of 
their views.  The following Neighbourhood Plan policy EH 4 reinforces policy NH/2 of the emerging 
Local Plan, which states: “Development will only be permitted where it respects and retains, or en-
hances the local character and distinctiveness of the local landscape and of the individual National 
Character Area in which is it located.” Policy EH/4 also supports Green Belt policies: 
 

Policy EH 4: Any development proposed which would interfere with Whittlesford Amenity 

Site views or their essential character will be considered only if its quality and design 

demonstrably improves the view and at night creates minimal light pollution. 

Whittlesford Amenity sites are recorded in the Background Report N 6.6 Appendix 3 (including 

photographs) and on Map XXXX.  

The Great Crested Newt, Triturus cristatus 

E&H Theme 5:  To give formal planning guidance for the protection of this iconic species. 

This reinforces emerging Local Plan NH/4 subsections 3 and 4 with a quantified Policy over a defined 

area. See Background Report Table 7a). 

Policy EH 5: Any planning application for any area within 175 metres of any Great Crested 

Newt breeding pond requires a pond survey and a full fingertip search included in a 

comprehensive ecology report with a mitigation scheme attached. 

Great Crested Newt breeding ponds are marked on Map XXXX 

Supporting evidence:  

1. Whittlesford’s environmental and heritage assets have, over the years, been closely 

studied1.  Some of these assets have received statutory protection (see Background Report 

N.2) and some have received planning designations which give a measure of protection 

falling short of full statutory protection (see Background Report N.3).   

2. Most of the land area of Whittlesford is designated as Green Belt, which affords a major 

development restraint. The extent of the Green Belt can be seen at:  

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/content/proposed-submission-policies-map insets 109 

(Whittlesford) and 110 (Whittlesford Bridge). All land in the parish of Whittlesford not on 

these maps is in the Green Belt.   

                                                           
1 Studied, amongst others, by Christopher Taylor, former Head of Archaeological Survey for the Royal Commission on 
Historical Monuments (England) and Ashley Arbon, local environmental consultant (and co-author with Christopher Taylor 
of “The Chronicle Hills, Whittlesford”). 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/content/proposed-submission-policies-map
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3. South Cambridgeshire is recorded in the EU Corine project, supported by Sheffield 

University, as having land use percentages as follows: 

                                                 Farmland              Natural         Built on        Green Urban 

England %                                      72.9                   14.5               8.8                    3.8 

South Cambridgeshire %             90.0                     1.0               6.0                    3.0 

4. The parish has extensive areas of woodland and many fine individual trees. In addition, there 

are many tree preservation orders covering individual trees, groups of trees and woodland 

as well as automatic tree preservation of trees within Conservation Areas.   

5. Aerial photography confirmed by Ordnance Survey Landranger map 154, shows that 

Whittlesford contains more woodland – much of it waterlogged – than many villages in 

South Cambridgeshire.  Despite most of the areas surrounding the village core being 

designated Green Belt as well as the County Wildlife Site and a Protected Village Amenity 

Area, efforts to “tidy up” and construction of houses using “Exception Site” legislation have 

broken the ecological network and destroyed valuable habitat.  See Background Report EH1 

Table 8.  

6. Whittlesford contains no areas which are European Special Areas of Conservation or Special 

Protection Areas. 

 

7. With the help of the Wildlife Trusts, sites have been identified which need protection to 

allow fauna and flora to flourish.  Species likely to be found in these sites are listed in the 

Background Report, appendix EH1 Table 7. 

 

8.  Policy NH/14 of the emerging Local Plan states: 
 
1. Development proposals will be supported when: 
a. They sustain and enhance the special character and distinctiveness of the district’s historic 
environment including its villages and countryside and its building traditions and details; 
b. They create new high quality environments with a strong sense of place by responding to local 
heritage character including in innovatory ways. 
2. Development proposals will be supported when they sustain and enhance the significance of 
heritage assets, including their settings, particularly: 
c. Designated heritage assets, i.e. listed buildings, conservation areas, scheduled monuments, 
registered parks and gardens 
 d. Undesignated heritage assets which are identified in conservation area appraisals, through the 
development process and through further supplementary planning documents; 
e. The wider historic landscape of South Cambridgeshire including landscape and settlement pat-
terns; 
f. Designed and other landscapes including historic parks and gardens, churchyards, village greens 
and public parks; 
g. Historic places; 
h. Archaeological remains of all periods from the earliest human habitation to modern times.  
 


