
 

9.0 What does this plan do? 
9.1  This plan does not allocate sites for housing or other forms of growth. The plan assumes 

however a delivery of a limited number of additional homes during the plan period as a contribution 

towards the housing policies as set out in the 2007 South Cambs District Council Core Strategy, and 

in particular, with reference to development in the Green Belt.  

 

9.2  The 2007 Local Plan Saved Policies includes policies relating to The Green Belt.  However, 

SCDC is at an advanced stage of preparing a new Local Plan. The new Local Plan will guide the future 

of the district up to 2031 and is currently at examination. Due to its advanced stage of development 

regard has been had to the emerging policies in the Local Plan that are due to replace the policies in 

the Core Strategy and Development Control Policies DPDs. 

 
 
9.3 The Policies below specifically provide further context as to how development proposals can 

meet the following criteria set out in Policy ST/1 of the of the SCDC Local Development Framework 

2007 including: 

• Green corridors penetrating into the city of Cambridge; 

• Designated sites and other features contributing positively to the character of the landscape 

setting; 

• The distribution, physical separation, setting, scale and character of Green Belt villages; 

• A landscape which retains a strong rural character. 

 

10.0 Policies 

10.1 Housing and Rural Development 

 

 

 

Needs and constraints 
1. Whittlesford, situated in an area with a dynamic local economy and within easy reach of both 

Cambridge and London, is an expensive area to live. By its nature as a designated Group village, 

the village itself offers few opportunities for development: only occasional in-fill and the 

possibility of affordable housing on rural exception sites (normally a maximum of eight dwellings 

within the village framework, or exceptionally 15 dwellings for optimal use of a single brownfield 

site). Nearly all the rest of the Parish is in the green belt, although there remain a few parcels of 

land in the Whittlesford Bridge area that are earmarked for current or future development, 

collectively offering a significant increase in the total number of houses in the Parish.  

Objective 1 – Housing Opportunities 

To ensure that opportunities for residential development in the Parish are managed to provide 

the types and styles of housing that are needed, taking into account design, energy efficiency and 

the need to meet the requirements of residents of all ages. 

 

Commented [M1]: Do we need any of this? 

Commented [M2]: SCDC suggest deletion  



2. In 2005, the Parish Council prepared a Parish Plan (ref), at that time the best way to map out 

how residents would prefer to see the community develop. Although without the legal status of 

this Neighbourhood Plan, the Parish Plan was a good marker of the consensus views of residents 

a decade or more ago. However, while noting the constraints imposed by the Group Village 

status and the almost complete state of development within the village framework, the Parish 

Plan drew no conclusions about housing needs in the Parish. 

3. In light of village resident responses (insert link to Whittlesford Neighbourhood Plan 

questionnaire, February 2014) for future development the proposed direction is for managed 

development of the village, with an emphasis on a mixture of small and medium homes, with 

some for rent. This proposed change in direction is in order to meet the needs of both young 

families and older residents looking to downsize but without leaving the village. 

4. Whittlesford has a growing population on account of its desirability of an attractive place to live, 

however the population is aging with a high percentage of home ownership across the village. 

5. This Plan has been developed to be fully consistent with Local Plan policies. It is therefore a 

given that all development should take place based on the principles of sustainability 

appropriate for a rural parish. The relevant LP policies included Policy S/4 (Cambridge Green 

Belt), Policy S7 (Development Frameworks) and Policy S/10 (Group Villages).  

Policies 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Supporting evidence: 
1. There are a number of relevant issues covered by policies in the emerging Local Plan. These 

policies include Policy HQ/1 (Design Principles), Policy H/7 (Housing Density), Policy H/8 (Housing 

Mix), Policy H/9 Affordable Housing and Policy H/11 (Nationally Described Space Standard). 

2. Whittlesford is a rural parish and, as a designated Group Village, the central area has minimal 

scope for further development although there are several sites at the southern edge of the 

parish where new housing is either approved or is likely to be so in coming years. [insert map]  

3. The Housing Needs Survey in combination with the Housing Register shows there to be a 

demand for up to 40 new affordable dwellings for households with a strong connection to 

Whittlesford. Some of these could be part of the planned or potential open market 

HO Policy 2: Building design and construction: New developments should be compatible 

with neighbouring buildings in terms of scale, style, materials and setting. All 

developments should also meet minimum room size requirements as defined in the Local 

Plan. The Plan proposes the following guidelines: 

• Developments where net gain is less than four dwellings: no guideline on mix. 

• Net gain of four to ten: at least one two-bedroom dwelling. 

• Net gain of eleven to fourteen: at least two two-bedroom dwelling.  

• Net gain of fifteen or more dwellings: at least 20% two-bedroom dwellings.  

• Proposals including a uniform housing type, size and mix will not be acceptable.  

• Developments for affordable dwellings to include one-bedroom dwellings e.g. 

apartments on suitable sites. 



developments in the Whittlesford Bridge area, but small rural exception sites may also become 

available in other parts of the parish. 

4. The Housing Needs Survey also shows there to be a need for some one-bedroomed affordable 

dwellings.  

5. Most of the affordable housing is for young people or families, but Whittlesford already has a 

significant stock of District Council sheltered or shared-ownership housing (bungalows for older 

people). Further demand for a mix of housing types. 

6. Although the Local Plan only demands a specific mix of housing types for developments of over 

10 dwellings (Policy H/8), the very limited scope for development in Whittlesford makes it 

appropriate to ask for a specific mix in the smaller developments typical in a rural parish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting evidence: 
1. The Parish may be considered as three separate areas in which development may occur: the 

central village area itself (including the Newton Road area to the north), the area to the south 

adjacent to the A505 and centred on the station (Whittlesford Bridge) and the remaining 

primarily open Green Belt land.  As a Group Village, Whittlesford has no new dwellings planned 

as part of the emerging Local Plan, but occasional opportunities arise for new properties via 

HO Policy 3: Environmental standards: New developments should be built to high energy 

efficiency standards (meeting at least Minimum Efficiency Level B) and adhere to the latest 

technology infrastructure, include where appropriate native species of hedging plants, and 

protect and enhance sustainable drainage systems and green infrastructure. 

HO Policy 4: County Council and Highways Agency depots: When this area of land 

becomes available, support will be given for its development of whatever mix of housing 

and commercial development best serves the needs of all residents for the foreseeable 

future, including possible relocation of the existing grain processing business from next to 

the primary school. [insert map] Currently, the County Council intends for this large 

brownfield site to be developed exclusively for housing.  

HO Policy 5: Infill developments: Within the village framework, there may be occasional 

infill development of one or several houses. We will support applications which support 

our other housing objectives and do not conflict with policies in other areas. 
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infilling or replacement of existing dwellings. Where such infilling can be done without detriment 

to the surroundings, it can in principle contribute towards other housing objectives.  

 

 

 

 

Supporting evidence: 
1. The Housing Needs Survey has identified a need for approximately 40 affordable housing units 

of varying sizes for people with a strong local connection. 

2. The building of affordable housing on rural exception sites is covered in Policy H/10 of the 

emerging Local Plan. However, developments on such sites are likely to contribute only a 

minority of the affordable properties identified in the Housing Needs Survey.  

3. Where possible, the development and management of such properties should be in conjunction 

with the Nicholas Swallow Trust, which already  owns and manages a number of properties in 

Whittlesford and which has a very good understanding of local needs.  

4. Developments of open market housing must include the number of high quality 

affordable housing units required by the South Cambridgeshire District Local Plan, but 

only people with a strong local connection will be given preference for only a proportion 

of these. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other material to be incorporated elsewhere:  
7. Demand for further opportunities to “downsize”. 

8. Any future development is provided with sufficient usable green recreation space, whether on 

site or at an easily-accessible location in the south of the parish as well as to improved access 

from key parts of the village, for example from the proposed Whittlesford Bridge development 

to the primary school, Lawn and Memorial Hall. 

HO Policy 6: Affordable housing: The building of high quality affordable houses on 

exception sites to meet the needs of people with a strong local connection will be 

supported. 

HO Policy 7:  Recreational facilities, education and infrastructure: As a condition for 

planning permission to be given for new housing or commercial developments, ensure that 

full account is taken of the need for open spaces/play areas, the capacity of pre- and 

primary-school facilities in the parish and the impact on infrastructure of more journeys by 

car, bike or foot. Developers will be expected to make an adequate financial or in-kind 

contribution to the provision of such facilities. They should also provide the infrastructure 

for householders to connect to the best available broadband services in the area. 
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9. Developers will be required to submit a Design and Access Statement to demonstrate how a 

proposed development will fit in with Whittlesford's character within the actual vicinity i.e. the 

'Character Area' in which it is located and that proposals fit the Parish’s demand from the 

demographic need of residents.  

10. Alterations and extensions to existing residences should maintain or enhance the design, 

character and quality of the dwelling including a statement provided with the application 

specifying how materials, windows and doors will reflect the character of the building in terms 

of proportions, materials and glazing.  Includes minimising visual effects of solar panels on the 

environment and landscape. 

11. Developers will be encouraged to contribute towards the building of a footpath/cycleway 

between Station Road West and the Mill Lane area, to avoid the need to use Duxford Road.  

12. Recent development of a rural exception site in Newton Road for affordable housing has shown 

that such developments can be accommodated in carefully chosen locations not available for 

open market development.  

13. There is a requirement for development to be sustainable. This has a number of facets, but an 

important one is the need to put infrastructure and facilities within easy reach of new houses 

and minimise unnecessary car journeys. A key part of this is the availability of early years and 

primary education in the village. Currently, the well-regarded William Westley School provides a 

pull factor for families moving to Whittlesford but, once its intake is 100% from the Parish, other 

children would need to travel to neighbouring schools, as William Westley cannot be expanded 

beyond one class per year. Further capacity for preschool education – currently operated by 

Whitsers for part of each school day – also needs to be provided. 

14. The County Council “Connecting Cambridgeshire” team state that superfast broadband is fully 

available in Whittlesford, although not all residents pay the premium to obtain this service.    

This may lead to a view held by some residents that broadband speeds are not good enough. 

Mobile phone coverage in the village is variable, dependent on the individual provider’s 

coverage. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Needs and constraints 
1. While seeking to retain and enhance the essentially rural nature of the Parish, which is a key 

factor in making it an attractive place to live, we need to find ways to maintain a sustainable 

local economy. Increasing use of both road and rail can make commuting more burdensome and 

increase the attractiveness of working in the Parish or a neighbouring one.  

2. Whittlesford has a relatively small population, is close to Cambridge and other major 

employment centres such as the Genome Campus (Hinxton), Granta Park (Abington) and the 

Objective 2 – Sustainable Local Economy 

To support the local economy, by supporting existing businesses, enabling them to grow where 

possible and providing opportunities for new businesses to become established on suitable sites 

in the Parish. 
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Babraham Research Park and well connected to both Cambridge and London by rail. Inevitably, 

this means that many residents work outside the parish. However, there are also a significant 

number of self-employed and micro-businesses, mainly run from people’s homes, and several 

more substantial businesses. 

3. In developing the Plan, a survey was conducted to identify current employment and likely future 

needs of businesses of all size in the parish. The survey, in the form of a questionnaire was sent 

to all businesses listed on the business rates register, together with other known micro-

businesses not subject to business rates. The results of the survey can be found on the 

Whittlesford Plan Website. 

4. The key need was support for more business units to be encouraged, particularly on brownfield 

sites and making use of redundant farm buildings. 

Policies 

HRD Policy 7 Home working: Building on the support for rural businesses in the Local 
Plan, we will look sympathetically on proposals to add home office space, with the proviso 
that it should not have an unacceptable impact on the a residential area in terms of 
increased traffic or noise levels. 

 

Supporting evidence: 
1. There are already a number of policies in the emerging Local Plan that support the rural 

economy, in particular: 

a. Policy H/18: Dwellings to Support a Rural –based Enterprise 
b. Policy E/12: New Employment Development in Villages 
c. Policy E/13: New Employment Development on the edge of villages 
d.  Policy E/14:Loss of Employment Land to non-Employment uses 

2. Whittlesford is situated in a region of high employment but is too small to offer a significant 

number of employment opportunities in the parish. Since many people already commute to 

work either by car or train, encouraging home-based micro businesses reduces 

environmental impacts as well as increasing the amount of economic activity locally.  

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting evidence: 

1. The emerging Local Plan already supports improvements to IT infrastructure via: 

a. Policy TI/9 – Infrastructure and new developments 

b. Policy TI/10 – Broadband 

HRD Policy 8 High Speed Broadband We will support the extension of current and future 

generations of high-speed broadband infrastructure to all residents on a timely basis and 

ensure that all new dwellings are built to accommodate the best internet connectivity 

available. 



2. Whittlesford has a relatively high number of micro businesses and people working from 

home. They are not always as well served by broadband as people in urban areas, but it is 

important that all new houses are built with access to the best services available in mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting evidence: 
1. Local businesses employ some Whittlesford residents, although the majority of employees are 

from outside the parish. Nevertheless, these businesses contribute to the local economy and 

their ongoing activities will be supported. 

2. There are two main employment centres in the Parish. The first is the Cambridge Assessment 

DC10 site in Hill Farm Road, at the southern end of the Parish and close to the A505. This serves 

as the warehousing and distribution centre for exam papers and also receives and manages 

completed scripts, some of which are marked on site. A varying number of people work there, 

mainly on temporary contracts, but there are always several hundred employees on site. 

Although the majority of employees come from outside the Parish, there are employment 

opportunities for Whittlesford residents as well.  

3. The second main employment centre is at Scutches Farm, a series of small business units based 

on a converted barn in the High Street and therefore close to the centre of the village. Nearly all 

employees come from outside the Parish, but may make use of both the village shop and post 

office, being situated less than 200 metres away.  

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting evidence:  
1. As the UK continues to develop successful and innovative forms of renewable energy in order to 

secure energy supply, reduce greenhouse gases and slow down climate change it is important 

that the parish as it looks to the future supports proposals to meet these challenges as long as 

the environmental impact is acceptable, provides a reasonable return on investment based on 

total cost of ownership and full plans are in place to implement a full end of life 

decommissioning or replacement. 

HRD Policy 9: Other employment opportunities Small-scale commercial developments, 

employing up to about one dozen people, will be considered favourably, subject to there 

being no significant adverse impact on neighbouring residents. 

 

HRD Policy 10: Renewable energy projects: Solar, biomass and wind energy projects on a 

scale that would not have a significant detrimental impact on residents, defined views (see 

Policy E&H4) or the historic core of the parish or be situated on best and most versatile 

agricultural land will be supported. 



2. Community renewable energy developments are becoming more successful and are supporting 

communities to use clean energy at the same time as reducing their costs. Positive consideration 

should be given to future development proposals. 

 

Possible introductory section on Whittlesford Bridge 
Whittlesford Bridge – the southern part of the parish adjoining the A505 and comprising Royston 

Road, Moorfield Road, Station Road West and side roads and Station Road East – forms a distinct 

part of the Parish, with a significantly different character from that of the old village and other 

outlying areas. It also is the only part of the Parish that contains significant areas of land available for 

potential development. As such, we have devoted a separate section to this area. 

Station Road and Royston Road were originally the primary east-west road, bypassed by the building 

of the A505 in ???. These roads also formed the southern boundary of Whittlesford parish but,  

more recently (date?), the boundary was moved to the A505 to reflect the effective incorporation of 

the houses on the southern side of Station and Royston Roads into Whittlesford rather than 

Duxford.  

The Whittlesford Bridge area developed initially because of the presence of the railway station and 

the existence of the east-west road route. The station is heavily used by commuters both from 

Whittlesford and surrounding areas. This is only likely to increase further with the opening of 

Cambridge South station, the continued expansion of the nearby Genome Campus and development 

of more housing and commercial sites a short way to the south of Whittlesford. This will further 

increase demand for parking, a significant proportion of which is now on nearby streets.  

The station is outdated and the railway line can only be crossed by pedestrian bridge; better facilities 

for disabled people and cyclists are urgently needed. At the same time, more off-street parking , 

secure bike storage, a proper bus interchange and a safe crossing to Duxford over or under the A505 

are required to make better use of rail travel and increase safety. [The proposed transport hub may 

be have the go-ahead soon and should be discussed here] 

There is an existing brownfield site which already has outline planning approval for 60 dwellings on 

the western side of the railway line to the north of Station Road (add map). This was most recently 

occupied by a scrap yard. To the north of Station Road East, there are two brownfield sites, currently 

depots for the CCC Highways department and the Highways Agency, which are expected to become 

available for development during the period covered by this Plan (map).  

In addition, planning permission has been granted for a total of 20 houses to the west of Moorfield 

Road, and a further planning application is expected for land on the south side of Royston Road, to 

the west of the existing line of houses (map).  

Given the considerable changes that are already planned or likely to take place in this area in coming 

years, and the fact that it will account for the greater part of all development in the Parish over the 

life of this Plan, it is appropriate to devote a separate section to Whittlesford Bridge.  

Possible objective and policies 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Including possible relocation of the existing grain processing business from next to the 

primary school.  

2. Currently, the County Council intends for this large brownfield site to be developed 

exclusively for housing. 

 

 

Objective 3 – Whittlesford Bridge development  

To support an integrated plan to redevelop various aspects of the Whittlesford Bridge area to 

provide sustainable development, a good living environment, good access to all modes of 

transport and, where appropriate, commercial development.  

WB Policy 2: Improve transport connectivity Use all opportunities to improve links between 

Whittlesford and surrounding areas while reducing congestion and improving safety. 

WB Policy 1: County Council and Highways Agency depots: When this area of land 

becomes available, support will be given for its development of whatever mix of housing 

and commercial development best serves the needs of all residents for the foreseeable 

future. [insert map] 


