
10.3 Community Assets 
 

 

 

Needs and constraints 
Whittlesford is fortunate to have a wide range of amenities and clubs.  Not only do these provide 

specific services (e.g. the village shop selling groceries, sports clubs providing recreational 

opportunities), they also provide an essential social focus for residents, particularly for those without 

their own transport. 

With the pressures on further growth and development within the village, these Community Assets 

will require ongoing maintenance, refurbishment and expansion to ensure all local infrastructural 

needs are met. 

Policies 
CA Policy 1: Memorial Hall: To continue to support that the management committee of the 
Memorial Hall so that it remains a focal point for the village with appropriate facilities to suit 
21st Century needs of the local community. 
 
CA Policy 2: Recreation and Play Equipment: To continue to support the management 
committee in maintaining and improving key recreational and green spaces, including the 
main play area.   To encourage and support the provision of additional spaces suitable for 
local needs, particularly for the junior footballers. 
 
CA Policy 3: Retail: To support any future proposals that will ensure long term viability of the 
village shops and post office. Any future proposals for retail facilities in the vicinity of housing 
developments near the station will be favourably supported.  Such facilities could also meet 
the needs of commuters. 
 
CA Policy 4: Licensed businesses: To support all plans to maintain all of the premises as viable 
businesses, subject to existing planning and licensing legislation. 
 
CA Policy 5: Footpaths: To explore possibility of additional footpaths, including permissive 
footpaths, in conjunction with landowners and neighbouring parishes. 
 

 

Supporting Evidence 
The key village assets are: 

• The Memorial Hall: a major village asset, and used by a large range of groups and individuals 

from Whittlesford and elsewhere.   The Parish Council is the sole Trustee and delegates the 

day-to-day running to a management committee.   Facilities include a large hall seating up to 

200 with a well-equipped stage, a smaller hall, a professional standard kitchen and a small 

office used by the Parish Council 

 

Objective 5 – Infrastructure 

To maintain and enhance the existing provision of facilities and services and to ensure 

appropriate new provision is made to support future housing developments within the Parish. 

 



Regular users include: 

 

Whitsers Playgroup Whittle Tots Carpet Bowls Club 
Gardening Club Parish Council Cambridge Flower Club 
Ballet and Tap Dancing PhysioPilates FitSteps 
Tiny Talk Baby Signing Everyone Health Karate 
Dance Dedication Forever Active Yoga 

      

• The Lawn: The Lawn, a nine acre site officially named the King George V Playing Field, is in 

the centre of the village and is the focus of sporting and recreational activity.   The Parish 

Council is the custodian trustee, delegating day-to-day running to a management 

committee.     Organised sport includes: 

o  Whittlesford Cricket Club with 50 members fielding two senior teams in local 

leagues and a junior team  

o Whittlesford United FC with two teams competing in local leagues  

o Whittlesford Warriors FC with several age groups and 12 teams competing regularly 

in local leagues.    There is insufficient space to accommodate all age groups on The 

Lawn, so facilities in Ickleton, Harston, Sawston and Linton are also used.   

o Whittlesford Tennis Club with 40 members  

William Westley School uses The Lawn regularly for outdoor sports, and there is general 

public use.     The children’s play area, created over 50 years ago, is in need of major 

refurbishment to meet the 21st Century needs of the local community. 

 

• Key green spaces: Millennium Wood, allotments, community orchard, open spaces in 

housing areas.  There is a very small play area in Knights Orchard, installed by the developer 

for KO residents only.   In the Newton Road area, land is currently being made ready by the 

Parish Council for recreational use of local residents. 

 

• Education:  The village is fortunate to have both a preschool and a Church of England 

Primary school in situ, and both are held in high regard by parents and OFSTED alike.  

o The Whittlesford Pre-School Playgroup (Whitsers) caters for children aged 21/2 to 5 

years, currently offering sessions every morning during term time in the Memorial 

Hall.  44 children are currently registered.  

o William Westley C of E Primary School is a major focus of village life both for children 

and their parents.   It is situated on Mill Lane and caters for children between the 

ages of 4 and 11 with 7-year groups – a reception class for the Foundation Year; 

Years 1 and 2 for Key Stage 1 (the infant years); Years 3 to 6 for Key Stage 2 (the 

junior years). Space limitations mean that the school is limited to an intake of one 

class size of 30 per year. 

Issues are concerned with an increased demand (including that from new housing 

developments) and the lack of space within each organisation to accommodate this demand.   

Actions to address these challenges are outside of the scope of this plan, as the County 

Council is responsible for ensuring that there is adequate provision for education.   

Moreover, the Local Plan states that the District Council “will work with the County Council 

to provide high quality and convenient local education services …….. particularly in areas of 



population growth”.    It also states that developers should engage with the Children’s 

Services Authority to ensure the phasing of residential development is identified in a timely 

manner. 

 

• Churches: The two churches in Whittlesford are formally linked in an ecumenical 

partnership, so that services and activities are coordinated, and there are certain joint 

services.   At times during the partnership, the vicar of the parish church has also been the 

URC minister. 

The Parish Church of St Mary and St Andrew is a Grade 1 listed building with origins in the 

12th century.   A recent extension to the church incorporates a meeting room.      The 

churchyard, now almost full, contains a number of graves of officers who were stationed at 

RAF Duxford. 

The United Reformed Church occupies a building constructed in 1996.    In addition to 

services, the church is used for weekly coffee mornings and pensioners’ lunches. 

Independent of the two churches, there is a Parish Cemetery administered by the Parish 

Council, on land adjacent to the Parish Church.    Land has also been purchased for an 

expansion of the cemetery when necessary. 

 

• Retail shops: The village shop and post office were formerly run as two separate businesses, 

but are now under sole ownership, and are considered as essential to the running of the 

village.   In addition to the products and services sold, they provide valuable social contact 

for all residents, particularly those who have limited mobility.   In addition, there is a small 

shop at the service station on the A505 opposite the Imperial War Museum; this provides 

some basic food shopping for residents of the Ledo Road/Burma road area.   The Old School 

just off the High Street currently houses an art gallery, gift shop and picture framer.   There 

are no retail outlets close to the train station. 

 

• Licensed premises: The parish is served well with four locations that are licenced premises – 

The Tickell Arms, the Bees-in-the-Wall, the Social Club, and the Red Lion/Holiday Inn.   All are 

significant social hubs and contribute to the character of the parish as well as to the local 

economy.    Each of the four premises has its own unique USP that ensures that there is little 

displacement in business between the four in the village.  

 

• Footpaths: There are currently nine designated public footpaths within the parish, of which 

three lead outside the village, and two are partly on permissive paths.   They are shown on 

Map XX.   Whilst these paths provide valuable walking links and opportunities for recreation, 

exercise and dog walking, there is a need expressed at public consultation for more local 

circular footpaths, and for the condition of existing ones to be improved.    In particular, the 

link between the station area (the focus of likely residential development) and the village 

centre is considered inadequate by walkers and cyclists.    Section 31-6 designation of 

various tracts of land in the Parish is a potential barrier to expansion of the footpath 

network. 

 

• Societies, clubs, charities: The village is fortunate to have several active clubs and societies, 

all of which contribute to the social life and cohesion of the parish:  



o Nicholas Swallow and Other Charities  

o Sports Clubs, as noted above 

o Other clubs and societies, many of which are users of the Memorial Hall as 

noted above. 

 

• Medical: No facilities for medical or dental care exist within the parish: villagers without 

their own transport rely on the limited bus service to Sawston and the volunteer car service 

for access to both. 

 

• Neighbouring community assets: Sawston has a well-equipped Health Centre, a sports 

centre with swimming pool, and a wide variety of shops.      Other local facilities that are 

valued by residents include the McDonalds/Marks and Spencer site on the A505 and the 

Imperial War Museum.    

 


