
Whittlesford Bridge 

 

When Civil Parishes were set up way back in the mists of time the Civil 

Parish boundaries normally followed those of their Ecclesiastical 

predecessors. In the case of Whittlesford the Southern boundary was the 

track/road which subsequently over time became the A505 (part of the 

original road now being Royston Road and Station Road). The boundary with 

Duxford being the centre line. When a new stretch of road was constructed to 

the South of the then A505 in 1960 to avoid the railway level crossing at 

Whittlesford Station the existing Civil Parish boundaries remained in place. 

On both Royston and Station Roads houses on the Northern side remained in 

Whittlesford whilst those on the Southern side and Moorfield Road were still 

assigned to Duxford. The designation Whittlesford Bridge goes back well 

beyond the building of the bridge on the A505 in 1960 and was certainly in 

evidence on maps of the early 20th Century. When the SCDC Local Plan was 

published in 1999 Whittlesford Bridge was given separate listing together 

with its own separate status with regard to further development. This can be 

illustrated by the building of The Moraine and Knights Orchard houses about 

10 years ago. 

In 2015 the Southern boundary of the Civil Parish of Whittlesford was moved 

marginally South and became the centre line of the A505 as we know it 

today. The effect was that all the properties in Royston and Station Roads 

together with those of The Moraine, Knights Orchard, and Owls Close 

transferred to Whittlesford together with those of Moorfield Road North of 

the A505. 

When the area of the Cambridge Green Belt was defined in the 1970's nearly 

all the land in Whittlesford was included whilst that in the Civil Parish of 

Duxford was completely excluded. This state of affairs still persists today and 

in the absence of an effective Local Plan a number of  Planning Applications 

for the development of a substantial number of houses in the Whittlesford 

Bridge area have been submitted and some approved. Currently approvals 

have been given for 83 new units some of which are under construction and 

Planning Applications for further areas of land which could accommodate 

100 – 200 units are expected. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Apart from the Red Lion Hotel and Duxford Chapel there was little 

development in the Whittlesford Bridge area until the coming of the railway 

and the construction of a station in the mid 1800's. The only notable 

improvements to the station since this time have been extensions to the 

platforms to accommodate 12 coach trains. The station is outdated and 

requires significant improvements some of which are given below. 
 

Since the closure of the level crossing in 1960 the only way of crossing the 

line has been by a very high footbridge which is a difficult if not impossible 

task for those who are cyclists, disabled, or pushing prams. A lift would be 

one solution. 
 

Facilities for passengers such as toilets and increased covered waiting areas 

are urgently required. 
 

Secure cycle storage is another priority together with a safe crossing point for 

cyclists and pedestrians wishing to cross the A505 to access Duxford. 
 

Although car parking at the station is extremely expensive nevertheless the 

car parks are usually full and the surrounding roads and streets are subject to 

indiscriminate parking much of which contravenes the yellow line 

restrictions. 
 

In spite of all these deficiencies the station is used annually by upwards of 500,000 

people, mainly commuters, and the numbers are expected to increase substantially 

when Cambridge South station which will serve the Addenbrookes site is opened. 

 

There is also a distinct possibility that a Rural Transport Hub with Park and Ride 

facilities will be constructed in, or adjacent to this area in the near future. This will 

also undoubtedly give rise to a substantial increase in the number of rail 

passengers.  
 

 

 

 

 


